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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can answer questions using specific details from the text. (RL.3.1)  

I can explain what I understand about the topic being discussed. (SL.3.1) 

I can prepare myself to participate in discussions. (SL.3.1)  

I can effectively participate in a conversation with my peers and adults. (SL.3.1) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can answer questions using details from Waiting for the Biblioburro.  

• I can explain why I chose specific details to answer questions about the text.  

• I can prepare for a discussion by finding similarities and differences between Waiting for the 

Biblioburro and another text we have already read.  

• Waiting for the Biblioburro: Questions from the Text 

• Waiting for the Biblioburro: Finding Similarities and 

Differences recording form 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Text-Dependent Questions: Looking for Evidence 

and Answering Questions (20 minutes)  

B. Jigsaw Discussion, Part 1: Comparing and 

Contrasting Waiting for the Biblioburro to Another 

Text (25 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Checking in on the Learning Targets (5 

minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Continue reading in your independent reading book. 

• Review the Jigsaw protocol (Appendix 1) 

• Create “Expert Groups” based around the three texts: Rain School, Nasreen’s Secret School, and That 

Book Woman. These groups should be heterogeneous. If the class is large, consider making two groups 

for each text (for a total of six groups).  

• Create “Jigsaw Groups” in which there is one representative from each Expert Group. These groups will 

be used in Lesson 5. 

• Students make several transitions in this lesson. Understand the lesson sequence clearly, in order to 

alert students to each upcoming transition. 

• You will need approximately 7-8 copies each of Rain School and Nasreen’s Secret School for the jigsaw 

activity. In addition, you will 7-8 copies of text excerpts for That Book Woman (Unit 1, Lesson 10). If 

multiple copies of That Book Woman are available, you could consider using the texts rather than the 

excerpts. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

access, abecedario, biblioteca, burro, 

cuento, que bueno, compare, contrast, 

similarities, differences 

 

• Students’ Text Excerpts for Waiting for the Biblioburro (from Lesson 3) 

• Waiting for the Biblioburro: Questions from the Text (one per student) 

• Comparing and Contrasting Texts:  Finding Similarities and Differences recording form (one per student) 

• Rain School (enough for about 1/3 of the class, for “expert groups” on this text; see Work Time A) 

• Nasreen’s Secret School (enough for about 1/3 of the class, for “expert groups” on this text; see Work Time A) 

• Excerpts from That Book Woman (enough for about 1/3 of the class, for “expert groups” on this text; see Work Time A) 

• Lesson 4 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Alternate Questions from the Text (partially completed) 

 

 

 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader (5 minutes)  

• Gather students together as a group. Direct their attention to the learning targets for today. Ask students to discuss think 

about what they will be doing today. Circle the words similarities and differences. Discuss these words briefly. Clarify if 

necessary.  

 

 

Note: The purpose of Waiting for the Biblioburro is to serve as a bridge text between the narrative stories students read in 

Unit 1 and the informational text they will be reading in Lessons 6, 7, and 8 of this unit. The questions from the text for this 

book will be somewhat similar to the questions that students will answer when close reading the informational articles.  

• Words like similarities and 

differences are important Tier 2 

words for students to understand.  

• To build students’ capacity with 

vocabulary, consider having a 

bulletin board or word wall 

sectioned into 3 parts for Tier 1 

Words, Tier 2 Words, and Tier 3 

Words. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Text Dependent Questions: Looking for Evidence and Answering Questions (20 minutes) 

• Remind students that they have already heard or read Waiting for the Biblioburro three times: the read-aloud for enjoyment 

and to get the flow of the story, once on their own and with groups to get the gist of it and find unfamiliar vocabulary, and a 

second time on their own and with groups to find and record important details and think about the story’s message or 

lesson.  

• Distribute students’ Text Excerpts from Waiting for the Biblioburro that students used in Lesson 3 as well as 

Waiting for the Biblioburro: Questions from the Text.  

• Review with students the process for answering questions from the text: 

* First, they read the questions.  

* Then, they read the entire text, keeping those questions in mind. When they come across details that could be used as 

evidence to answer a question, they underline that section of the text in their text excerpts. Review the word evidence with 

the class: “Evidence is something we use to prove an idea we have.” They should also note the question number to make 

the next part of their work easier for them. 

• Model briefly if needed. When it is clear students understand the instructions, release them to their independent work, 

reminding students that for now they are only to be looking for evidence, not actually answering the questions yet.  

• Give students about 10 minutes of independent work time to work on reading and finding relevant evidence for each 

question. Circulate and support students as needed as they look for useful evidence. 

• After about 10 minutes, have students take 5 minutes to discuss with their partner or group the evidence they found for each 

question. 

• After evidence has been shared and discussed with a partner or group, direct students to now answer the questions 

independently. If necessary, review how to write answers to questions using a full sentence. Students can work in proximity 

to a partner, although they should work on answering the questions independently.  

• When it is clear students understand how to do this, release them to their independent work of answering the questions. 

• Allowing students an opportunity to 

share their evidence with a partner 

or with small group peers is an 

important scaffold. It allows 

students to either validate that their 

thinking is on track or have the 

support of a peer or peers in 

tracking down the relevant evidence 

prior to answering the text 

dependent questions. Students 

should bring both papers and 

pencils to these conversations so 

they can offer each other support. 

• Provide sentence stems if needed. 

• In Supporting Materials there is an 

alternate version of the text 

dependent questions that has the 

answers partially written. 

• Some students may need to be 

directed to the specific excerpts 

where the evidence can be found. 

Do this in a private way, offering 

them a whispered ‘hint.’ 

• Some students may need to be 

provided with more direct support. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Jigsaw Discussion, Part 1: Comparing Waiting for the Biblioburro to Another Text (25 minutes) 

• Gather students back together as a group. Tell them today they will use a protocol called “Jigsaw” in which they discuss 

different aspects of a topic (in this case, one of the books read in the module) and then share what they learned with a 

different group of students. 

• To get started, they will meet in an “Expert Group” to talk about a book they read earlier in the module: Rain School, 

Nasreen’s Secret School, or excerpts from That Book Woman. 

• In this Expert Group, they will work together to discuss how their book is similar to and different from the book Waiting for 

the Biblioburro. Divide students into their Expert Groups. Give each student the text they will be working with.   

• Remind students that they will need to become “experts” about the text to which they have been assigned. This means they 

will start by rereading their expert text since all three texts were back in Unit 1. Tell students that as they’re reading to be 

thinking about: 

- In what ways is this story similar to Waiting for the Biblioburro? 

- In what ways is this story different from Waiting for the Biblioburro? 

• Distribute the Waiting for the Biblioburro: Finding Similarities and Differences recording form. Project a copy 

of the recording form for the class to see. Orient students to the recording form by closely examining it as a group.  The far 

left-hand column asks students to record a similarity or a difference between the stories. The middle and right-hand column 

ask students to show the evidence of the similarity or difference from the texts.  

• Students will have 20 minutes to find similarities and differences between Waiting for the Biblioburro and their expert text. 

• Start by having the Expert Groups get settled to work somewhere in the classroom. They will need their copies of their expert 

text and their text excerpts for Waiting for the Biblioburro, as well as their Similarities and Differences recording form. All 

groups will need to be able to easily hear you as you take them through the steps of this expert group activity. To ensure 

greater efficiency, the activity will be coached and done in two parts, starting with similarities. You will spend 10 minutes on 

similarities and 10 minutes on differences.  

• On your signal, direct groups to begin to discuss ways they see the two stories as similar. As it states on the recording form, 

these could be related to characters, the character’s motivation, the problem or solution, or the physical environment. 

Groups need to try to name two similarities. Tell them to record these as #1 and #2 in the far left column.  

• While circulating and supporting 

groups in this work, encourage them 

to find similarities and differences 

across different categories 

(character, physical environment, 

problem, solution, motivation, or 

solution). 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• The next step is to go back into the texts to look for evidence of the two similarities named. If some groups have only named 

one similarity, that’s okay for now. Keep the groups on the same task. 

• Now repeat the last two steps, working this time on differences. Do this for 10 minutes. 

• Congratulate students on their hard work hunting down similarities and differences between Waiting for the Biblioburro 

and their expert text. They are ‘true’ experts of their assigned text! 

• Explain to students that in the next lesson the Expert Groups will be split up into new groups. Each of the new groups will 

have at least one member from each of the Expert Groups. 

 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Checking in on the Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

• Review the learning targets. Ask students to think about their level of success with each target. Use thumb-o-meter or Fist-

to-Three to allow students to show their level of success. 

*  I can answer questions using details from Waiting for the Biblioburro.  

* I can explain why I chose specific details to answer questions about the text.  

* I can prepare for a discussion by finding similarities and differences between Waiting for the Biblioburro and another 

text we have already read.  

 

Assessment Note: Review students’ Waiting for the Biblioburro: Questions from the Text and the Comparing and Contrasting 

Texts: Finding Similarities and Differences recording form to assess their progress toward the learning targets. 
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Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

Tell someone at home about the work you did with your Expert Group. Explain how you compared and contrasted a Unit 1 

story with the text Waiting for the Biblioburro. Think of the main characters in the two texts. Which character had a harder 

time accessing books? Why do you think that? 
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Questions from the Text: Waiting for the Biblioburro  

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

1. What do you know about Ana? Use at least two details from the text to support your 
answer. 

 

  

 

 

 

2. Think of the physical environment around where Ana lives. What physical features 
make it difficult for Ana to access books? Use details from the text to support your 
answer. 

  

 

 

 

3. According to the story, how does Ana overcome her difficulties accessing books? Use 
details from the text to support your answer. 

 

 

  

overcome – defeat; win against; get past; correct 
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Waiting for the Biblioburro 

Questions from the Text (Alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

1. What do you know about Ana? Use at least two details from the text to support your 
answer. 

 

Ana lives with _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________. 

Ana loves__________________________. More than anything 

Ana wants _________________________________________. 

 

 

2. Think of the physical environment around where Ana lives. What physical features 
make it difficult for Ana to access books? Use details from the text to support your 
answer. 

 

Around where Ana lives there are __________________________. 

Ana lives in a place that is _______________ to get to.  

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U3:L4  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) March 2015  •  10 
 

3. According to the story, how does Ana overcome her difficulties accessing books? Use 
details from the text to support your answer. 

 

 

 

Ana overcomes her difficulties accessing books when _____________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________  

overcome – defeat; win against; get past; correct 
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 Comparing and Contrasting Texts:  

Finding Similarities and Differences 

 

Name: 

Date: 

Expert Book: 

 

 

Similarities 

(These could be characters, 

motivation, physical environment, 

problem, or solution.) 

Details from the Text 
 

In the text Waiting for the 

Biblioburro … 

Details from the Text 
 

In my Expert Group text… 

1. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

1. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

1. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

2. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

2. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

2. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 
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Differences 
(This could be characters, 

motivation, physical environment, 

problem, or solution.) 

Details from the Text 
 

In the text Waiting for the 

Biblioburro … 

Details from the Text 
 

In my Expert group text… 

 

1. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

1. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

1. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

2. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

2. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

2. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 
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Lesson 4 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

 Tell someone at home about the work you did in your Expert Group today.  

 

 My expert text was: (circle one) 

           Rain School      Nasreen’s Secret School   That Book Woman 

 

Tell someone at home how you had to compare the text Waiting for the Biblioburro 

with your expert text by naming ways they were similar. Then you had to contrast 

the two texts naming ways they were different. 

 

 

1. Think of the main character in your expert text. 
(Reminder: Rain School: Thomas;  Nasreen’s Secret School: Nasreen;  That Book Woman: Cal or the Book Woman) 

 

2. Now think of the main character in Waiting for the Biblioburro (choose Ana or 

the librarian). 

 

3. Which character do you think had a harder time accessing books and learning? 

Why do you think that? 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 


